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1 N 
Matters of Rehigion, &c. 


MONG all the Diſcoveries that have beei 
made in this Age, of the Books that had bee: 
efteemed loſt, there is none, {ſince that of th 
Epiſtle of St. Clemens, that has been receive 

with more joy than this of Lafantins's Book of th 
Death of the Perſecutors, for which the World is behold 
ng tothe happy Induſtry of the moſt learned Baluzis 
rho having found this treaſure, not only communicate 
rto the World, bat enriched it with his learned Notes 
y which he has added a new Effay, to the many tha 
1ave already appeared, of his great Sincerity, his pro 
ound Learning, ant! of his. ſolid Judgment: lt ha 


_ 2een ſince that time reprinted at Oxford, with ſhorte 


Notes; in which there are many happy ConjeQure: 
nade both for ſupplying ſome of the Words that wer 
vorn out of the Manuſcript Copy, and for correCin; 
ome Paſſages, which the Copyer perhaps writ wrong 
w- it is upon” that Edition that this Tranſlatien | 
1ade. | | 

The ImportanÞs of this Book"will be eaſily appr: 
ended, by thoſe who conſider that Z4ftantine was tl: 
olireſt Writer of his fime, in whom. one finds co 
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what very liks Au&uſtus's Age revived; he had alſo 
particular Oppottuairtes of being well informed of 
his Subse(t, by the Poſt go Which he was advanced in 
Conſtantine*'s Court, of being his Son's Tutor. Ir is true 
his Elaquenee carries him otcen into {trains chat become 
an Orator, bettcr than a Hiſtorian : for ne has a bear 
of ſie, that ought not to be imicated by one rhat would 
write Hiſtory. But he feems to have deſigned t!is Book 
to be a mixed fort of Writing, between a D.ſcourle 
and a Hiſtory ; ſo that the Figures that agree not to the 
one, may be allowed to the other. 

The Account that he gives of Saint Perer's coming 
to Rome, Cuts off the Fable of his being there for five 
and tweaty Years: but if what he ſays of things at fo 
great a diſtance from his own time, i; not thought {o 
Authentical, and if his Autkority tezms not ſtrong e- 
nongh to cut off all thoſe Perſecurions that are ſzid ro 
have riſen between Domitiar's Reign and Decins's, ſince 
he repreſents all that Interval as a time of a long Peace 
to the Chriſtians; yer we malt at leaſt ſuppoſe kim,ro 
have beeu munch berter informed of that which fell out 
during the laſt Perſecution ; ſo that the begioning which 
he aſſigns to ir cuts off all thoſe Legends of Martars, 
that (as is pretended) ſurtered befere that Year, aau 
as we cannot doubt of the time in which he tells us the 
Perſecution began, ſo no' more ought we to call in 
queſtion the Limics that he ſets to it; and therefote lince 
be tells us, that Conſtance ordered only, that rhe Church- 
es in which the Chriſtians held their Afemblies, ſhonid 
be pulled down, and that he would nor carry the P« x- 
ſecution further againſt rhe Chriſtians themſelves; and 
{ignce he exceprs the Gaules out of thoſe Provinces tha: 
felt the Fury of thoſe Edidts, we ſee what a number 
of Legends there are to be cur off. For Tie truth is, 
that very ſoon after this Perſecution was over, ſome 
that loved either to make (or at lcalt ro report) very 
rragical Stories concerning iy ſeemcd to give no Brands 
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to their Invention-upon a Subje&t that was fruitful e- 


nough of it ſelf, and ſo necded not to have been ſwell- 
ed np'by ſach Additions. The DeſtruQion of the Re- 
cords that the Chriſtians kept, which were ſo carcful- 
ly ſearched after during this Perſecut'5n, gave ſome co- 
lour for thoſe pretended Dilcoveries ; for it ſerved turn 
to give them Credit, to ſay, that ſuch Relations had 


been preſery'd from the Searches of thoſe Inquiſitor, 


and ſo rhat they were by Accident found out in ſome 
Corner, where very ptobably thoſe that forged them, 
both laid them and found them : and the matter would 
no doubt ha; e been received with more Credit, if 
ſome Dream or Viſion had been pretended, as that 
which had made the Diſcovery, Of all thoſe Legends 
none is more copious, nor leſs credible than that of 
the Thebean Legion, and that upon many Accounts ; 
but as the ſilence, not only of Eſebius and Sulpitins Se- 
verus, bur of all the other Writers of the fourth Cen- 
tery, gave a jalt Prejudice againſt a Story that begun 
not to appear till the middle of the fifth Century, ſo 
the poſitive Teſtimony of La&antius, who excepts 
the Gayles from the Perſecution, puts an end to the 
Fable. For though heſhews ſo great a diſpoſition to 
ſpeak well of Conſtance, that this may ſeem to leſſen 
the Authority of onc, who to make his Court with rhe 
Son, would naturally raiſe the Father's CharaQer; yet 
ſo remarkable a tranſaQtion as thar was, could not have 
becn ſuppreſt with any fort of Decency, by one that 
muſt have certainly heard of it if it was true. 

The falſe appearance of a greatneſs of mind, that 
was inferred from Diocletian's reſigning the Empire, 
is alſo taken off by this Relation ; fince is is plain, 
that both Diocletian's Brain was turned, and that he 
was forced to ir ; ſo that his Reſignation was not the 
EftcR of his Philoſophy, but of the Unnatutal Ambi- 
ton of his Son in Law Maximian, Ti 
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The Subj of this Diſcourſe, and the Application 
to which a Tranſlation of ic tyed me, togerher with 
the preſent ſcene of Aﬀairs, led my mind very natu- 
rally into more general Thoughts. If the Characters 
of thoſe ancient Perſecutors, ſuch as theſe, that they 
had delivered themſelves up to all the Brntalities of 
ſeaſual Pleaſure, that they had ruined their Subje&s 
by . ſevere Impoſitibns for maintaiging yaſt Armies, 
that they had in their Wars, ſhewed more care than 
was decent in preſerving themſelves ont of all Dan- 
ger, har they were weak to the molt exceſſive Flatte- 
ries, thd profuſeneſs of their Expence in the railing of 
coſtly Buildings, their grear Succeſs in a Courſe ot 
many Years, their Superſticious and fearful Tempers, 
and to crown all, the Cruelry that they praRis'd in 
the Perſecution, to which they were uncalily drawn, 
and in which they begun ar firſt with requiring all to 
abjure, beſides many other particulars ; all theſe, I ſay, * 
iaſenſibly carry ones thoughts to make Parallels between 
ſome Madern Perfecutors, and thoſe rhat are here {et 
forth : bur if the reſpe& due to their ſublime CharaQer 
mak:s one drive away thoſe leſs decent ſallies of his 
mind, to which he is carried before he is aware, ye: 
the Importance of this matter leads to ſpeculations thar 
are more General, and by conſequence lcis offenſive. 
And fince the Melancholy State of things at prefent 
carried me in thoſe Intervals in which | diſcontinued the 
dry Work of tranſlating, to confider the Grounds on 
Which thoſe cruel and perſecuting Dofrines and Pra- 
ices are founded, together with the Motives from 
which they riſc, the Characters that accompany them, 
aid the EffeAts that followed them z I thought I might 
be forgiven alittle, if 1 rook rhe liberty ro ſwell up 
ne bulk of this ſmall Book with a Preface of fome 

length; in which my deſign is not only to cxpoſe this 
-natur'd Principle, and-.to ſhew, that where-eyer ir 

$authoriſed, it is a mcre infallibl: mark of an Anri- 
3 c:riſtiz; 


chriftian Church, than all the other CharaCters are of 
an Intallible Church, to which thoſe pretend, that have 
died th-mfſelves ſo red in the Blood of others ; bur 
likewiſe to form in the Minds of thoſe who hate Per- 
ſccuiion, p:rhaps only becauſe rhey either fecl it, or 
are affraid of ir, ſuch a Notion of this Matter, as may 
p:eſerve them from falling into the ſame Exceſſes if a 
Revolution in the Srate of Afﬀairs ſhould put it in 
their Poer, to uſe others as bardly as they have been 
uſed by them. Ir has. been ofren obſerved, that rho? 
a Pl a f r Moderation is the SanCtuary of all the Un- 
fcrtunate, yer their Fortunes came ne» ſooner to be 
changed, but that tiey inſenſibly got into' that Princt- 
ple which was ſo much decried by themſelves, when 
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their Aﬀairs were in #n ill condition; as if the only NP 
quarrel that they had to Perſecution, was becauſe they I \ 
h:d nor the managing of it themſelves. I will treat e 
£ 


& 1's Subject with all the cloſeneſs that. the Matter de- 


ſer ves, or that 1 am capable of ; and will avoid the £01 
1e:ving up what | am to propoſe with the garniſhings | V 
of the fine ſayings of others ; for as that would carry I th 
me too far, ſo a good Reaſon is ſo much a better. th 
thing, thin a round Period, or a laboured Sentence, br 
that the Mind finds ir. ſelf ſatisfied with the one, Wa 
whereas the Fzncy is only pleaſed with the other. ha 

All P. rſecution rites out of an Imparience of Spirit, th 
wh ch makes 2 Maa leſs able to bear Centradifion. | M 
There is a Tyranny in moſt Mens nature, which makes the 
Mens nature, which makes them deſire to ſubdue all Fat 
orhers by the ſtrength of their underſtandings ; and the 
ſuch Men have an implacable hatred to all thar.do nottha 
readcr themſelves to their Reafons 4 and think thatYNtr 
they aueggtironted when other Men refuſe to ſubmit 
to them ; ſo that he would ſtrike at Perſecution | 
its root, muſt begtn hcre, and endeavour to ſofrengare 
Men, eſpeciallv towards thoſe who differ from them ina W 
matters of Religion, This Imperious temper, whe 
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it works upon Subjects of Religion, finds ſomewhat to 
raiſe its ſpleen, that was of ir ſelt Impetuous enough 
before z and that which is called Fury and Rage, when 
it is imployed in other "Diſputes, comes to be called 
Zeal when it is gurned towards the Theories that re- 
late to another World. 

But when we conſftder what a ſublime thing Di vine 
Truth is, and what a poor low thing the Mind of Man js, 
we ſhall ſee Cauſeto blunt alittle the edge of our Spi- 
rits, if they are too ſharp in ſuch matters. Man is much 
governed by Fancy, and Fancy follows the textnre of 
the animal Spirits, which renders many more capable 
of apprebending Objects that are ſome way: proportio- 
ned to them, and more diſpoſed to follow tiem z fo 
that Temper prepares Men for ſome Opinions, and pre- 
pollefles them againſt others. With the greater part of 
Mankind, Edxcation is ſo powerful, tit they are fcarce 
able cyer to overcome it; aid if Edvcaticn and Trmper 
have hit together,it will require an extraordinary clevati- 
on to reſcue a Man from their force. Meu lisewiſe receive 
with their Impreſſions of Religion ſuch a reſpec for 
them, as makes them look on every thought that calls 
them in queſtion as criminal : and when Perſons are 
bred up to diſquier themſelves with Scruples, if they 
have ſo mnch as made a doubt of their Religion, it is 
hard to ſee them adhere fo firmly ev rhe Principles of 
their Education, which ſtick ſo faſt to the worſt ſcrt of 
Men, that even Atheiſts themſelves, after all the paivs 
they take to get rid of them, cannot ſhake rhem off ſo 
entirely, bur that they will be apt to return ofc upon 
them. Men that think much, and that reaſon well, 
that'are freed from the biaſs that Intereſt, Honour, 
Kindred and Cuſtom do give them, and that have leifurc 
to examine matters carefully, may indeed ger above all 
theſe : yet there are ſo few that c1n do this, and th:te 
are yet ſo much fewer that will doit; that ir is rather 
« Wonder to ſee ſo many change their perſwzſions, than 
4 0 
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to ſee ſo fewdo it. And indeed it is ſo ſublime a The: 
ory to think on God and his Attributes and Works, or 
to think of another State, and of -the Way that lead; 
to it, tbartill God furgiſhes out a new Miſſion of Ape- 
Fles with a Meaſure of thoſe extraordinary Gifts which 
he poured our on che preat Pentecoſt; it is not ealy to 
imagine how the Converſion of Heathen Nations ſhould 
be made. For tho! the /dolatry. of ſome. of theſe is ex- 
tream groſs, yet their Prizfts have ſuch ſymbolical Sig- 
nifications for all theſe Rites,that they do much diminilh 
the Horror which is raiſed by the firſt ſight of them in 
the minds of Strangers ; and fince the chief grounds, 
upon which we prove the Chriſta Religion, are taken 
from the Prophecies in the Old Teſrament, and their Ac- 
compliſhment in the New, from the Evidence that waz 
given concerning the Miracles, the Death, and the Re- 
ſurreftion of Chriſt, which we confirm from the colla- 
teral proofs ef the State of that time, of the Writings 
of the Enemies of this Religion, and of that Succeſſion 
of Authors thet in all the Ages that haye paſt ſince, 
have mentioned thoſe Matttrs, and cited thoſe Books 
which we hold to be Divine. All thi; is ſo evident to 8 
thoſe who can make the Enquiry, that it is ſtrange to 
find how any one can Withſtand it ; but to Barbarian, 
who know nothing of it, and who haye no way of iu- 
forming rhemſclyes concerning ic, all this can. ſigniſy 


nothing. So that inordcr to the convincing their Un-Mli 


derſtandings, ( for Ido not treat of God's ſecret Me- 
thods in touching their Conſciences) 1 do not ſee how 
we ſhould expe that they ſhovld ;yicld caſfily, unleſs 
there were a new Power of working Miracles conferred 
on thoſe who labour in this Work, And what noile 
ſoever the Miftnaries may make with their Miracles in Þi 


thoſe remate Parts, it is plain, thefe arc all Jmpoſtures;Þci 


for the moſt neceſſary of all other Miracles for the 
Converſion of ſirang= Nations, being the Gift of Tongues, 
with which the Apoſtles yrere ſo wouderfully furaiſht 
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it firſt, and ſince they all are forced to acknowledge, 
hat this is wanting to them, we have all poſſivle Rea» 
on to conclude, rhat God would not change his Me- 

ads, or qualify Men to work Wonders, and not give 
zem that which is the moſt ſenſible and the moſt uſcfal! 
f all others, towards that end for which he aurhorifes 
hem. 

But to retarn from this Digreflion, a Man is ſcarce 
he Maſter of his own Thoughts: Habit. Conſtirotion 
nd other things do ſo concur., that he cannot open his 
Eyes to new ObjcCts, nor ſee them in anew Light other 

at in which he has bcen accuſtomed to vi. w them ; 
and a Man can no more change his. Notions of rhings, 
xccauſe a Set of new Opinions would accomodate him 
jetter, than he can change the reliſh rhat his ſenſes, his 
» Fear or his raſt has in their Objets; a Man may preva- 
- Wricate, bur he ſtill thinks 2s he thinks; and cannor think 
therwiſe, becauſe he would have Fimfſclf do ſo: But 
f a Man is not maſter of his own mind, much leſs is 
any other Man the maſter of ir. No Man has that 
Superiority over any other Man's Reaſon, as to expeRt 
that 1T ſhould always accommodate ir ſelf to his : and 
the ſevereſt exerciſe of Tyranny muſt ſtill leave the 
loughts at liberty : the forciug a Man to ſay, or do 
therwiſe than he thinks, by threatnings, the execn- 
lon of which is above his force to endure, is only they 
elivering agg ſuch a perſon ro the rack of his ov-n 

dnſcience here, and to all thoſe miſeries hereafter, 
hich muſt be the portion of Hypoucrites, and of DiC: 
emblers with God or Man. Nor is there ſuch an jnfai- 
ble Diſtin&ion ia one man's nature from another, thar 
ne one is more like to be in the right than the other : 
nce therefore, among all thoſe chat Jiffer, ſome muſt 
; Wein th: wrong. thoſe that have the power in their 
lands, may poſlibly be of the wrong ſide, and in rhat 
ae all their Severity is turned againſt the Truth, and 
oſe who believe it: Ard ſince God makes the = to 
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ſhine, and the Rain to fall on che juſt as well as the 


n3jaft, Gideon's reaſoning may be applied to this mat. F 


ter, if Bual be as God, let bim plead for himſelf 3 and the 
force of Gammnie”z Argument, rhat if it is of Men, 
will co:2e 10 novght; ard if it is of God, we muſt not fight 
apainſe bim, AS ir {ttenced an Aſembly of very ferce 
Perſe: rs, fo it 1s full as ſtrong now, as it was then; 


Fr Reaton is eternal, and changeth not, It ſeems ally 
Þ!atn, thar rlioſe Aftions which concera hamane Socj- 


cry» belang, indceed to the Authority of rhe M:giſtrare, 
bur thar our thoughts, with relation to God, and ſuch 
ations as ariſe out of thoſe thoughts, and in which 


others have no intereſt, are God's immediate Pro. 


viac2 ; and can beloflg to no other Juriſdition. God 


oaly know, our thoughts, as he only can change them; 
C2 that a Magiſtrate by cacroaching upon them, breaks 
in upon God's propriety, and upon thar cfſential right 
of kamunec n2ture, of worſhipping God according to 
Sar conviction, which is, in us antecedent to all humane 
Government, and never become ſubject to ir. 

Bur if rhe general Theories from the nature of Mar 
pivea vcry favourable view of what is now adyanced, 
tae Claratters of the Chriſtian Religion, and the many 
rxprcfs Texts that are init ſhould determine this mat- 


tr more politively. The Religion reveal'd by ofa 


caatited in temporal Promiſes, an earthly Canaan, and 
a tte bicſhags of this Life 3 ſo rhar ſin 
2] rhefe things by Virtue of itz and therefore it wat 
25 jo!t, that a Jew ſhould have bcen put ro Death for che 
violation of tuoſe Laws, as it is lawful for ns to put: 


he Jews had 


Man to death that coins Money : yet as for Opinions 


the Cifſe was different, even among the Fews 3 and 


thrrefore, tho the Doftrines of the Sadduces ſtruck a 


the Foundations of all Religion, the Phariſees, when 


they bad the upper hand, never carcied the matter fc 


far as to proceed to extremities againſt rhem. But 


whar Seycrities ſoeycr might have agreed with the 


Moſaics In 
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ut. $ical Diſpenſation, they ſeem to be all out of dgors 
the &: rhe Chriſtian Religion ; which gives us no carth= 
2n840> n2 temporal bleſſings, nor the Rules for 
Society : but having the World in the poſſeſſion 
heir te:nporal Rights, ir only came co ſapecradd to 
Bf: the Doftrines ang Rules of a Divine Diſcipline, 
lf Bn vvhich the Happineſs or Miſerier of another Stare 
ci- Fdepend. Novy it ſcems to be,an unconteſted Rule 
re; Miaſtice, chat in whatſoever Society one is engaged, 
ich @ violation of rhe Laws of thar Sociery can only in- 
ich: Forfcitore of all that one had or might have cx- 
ted by virtuc of it : but this cannot be carried ſo 
- as t0 Make one forfeit all that he holds by virtuc 
any other Society, to which tic belongs; and there- 
elince we hold our temporal Eſtates and Liberties 
by virtue of our Chriſtianity, buc as wears the 
mbers of the State or Kingdom to which we belong, 
doing any thing thar is only contrary to our Reli- 
"n, may well make us forteic all that beloags to us 
lan vircue of onr Bapriſmal Covenant ; but this ought 
d, to be carried fo tar as to cut of thoſe Rights thar 
17 We haye antccedenc to our Chriſtianity, as we are Men, 
t-Mid the Subjects of a civil Governinenz, Our Saviour 
eW@ofirmed all this by ſaying, That his Kingdom was 
1 of this World ; that he came not to deſtroy, but 
ad fave; and by giving this Rule of Juſtice, of doing 
5 others that which we would have others -do to us: 
Which would on let all perſecarors ſee how different- 
a4WHthey a& to ir : bur above all, our Saviour has made 
5 Fhe DoQrines of Meekneſs and Charity, ſuch main In- 
dBredients in his Goſpel, that he has made them the 
Eharaters by which his Diſciples may be every where 
"Known, and his Spirit of Love is ſo diffuſed thro' the 
oWFrhole Writings of the N. Teſtament, that how bard 
tWocver it may be to underſtand ſome of the other paſ- 
Mages that arein them, yer there is no Ambiguity at all 
Fin thoſe that ſet this forth 3 we are notonly Re__ 
rom 


ne 
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vining thoſe who differ -From us, but we are 
qitred to love them, to bear with them, and to aFtav 
With them in the Spirit of Meckneſs : there are (orÞÞaB 
of the Fpiltles that do not mention ſeveral of tha 
Piaties incumnent on Clriſtians, yet there is not ofd "© 
kew ſhort ſcever, in which this of Love is not propþllr 
ſed, in tcrms that are both ſtrong and tender ; whiſſficl 
te Church of Corinth was almoſt rent aſinder by y Ax 
riety of Opinions, ard by the different Parties 
followed the ſeveral Teachers that had been amor 2 
them; St. Paul daes not enter much into the GrounW® 
of their Diſputes, but recommends Love and Chari 
to them, in terms that ſheyy hovy much he vvas inf 
med vvhile he vvrit them ; and he is carried into alltiÞ" 
Raptures of a divine Eloquence that - fo tranſporting ſs 
$a>jeCt a Subject could inſpire : S. John, lived ſo lon 
to ke a great deal of the fervour of the Chriſtian Raſh 
yigion flicken 3 but when he writ to revive that Spiſſf'" 
yit, the Argument upon Which he dwells chiefly, is (f*© 
Perfiade all ro love one another, and he does that ifÞ® 
the Ofteſt and molt melting Terms that can be ima! 
ined, T he Controverſy concerning the Obligatiof® 
tar lay on the Gentiles for obeying the Moſaical La ® 
was jndged by the Apoſties againſt the Judaiſers, an" 
1:2 knferences that depended on that Cortroverſ®! 
were ſich, that Saint Pas! ſhews, they went ſo far 
£2 make void the Death of Chriſt ; yer the ſame A 
pot'c is gentle to thoſe that withont ſeeing the extent 
c# theſe Conſequences, were carricd away by” tho 
Tadailers 3, ſo that he acknowledges, that in obſerzingi 
12m from a good Motive, they were acceptable ro 
Ga; and thar as the Kingdom of God, or the Goſpel 
confiſted nor in thoſe ſcrupulous DiſtinAions of Meat 
ant of Drinks, but in Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy inlf 
the Holy Ghoſt; ſo he adds, that every Man was tofÞ 
endcavour to be fully perſuaded in his ewn Mind 
and was not to judge his Brother in ſuch Matrets, but 
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Seve him to the Judgment of God. This way of 
aping a Controverſie, that was of ſuch importance 
that was maintained vvith ſo (tiff an Oppoſition, 
to that extraordinary Authority that has been the 
lore upon vVhich all the ſucceeding Apes of the 
rch, ought to have formcd themſclves, and vyken 
apoſtles, that bad an infallible Afiſtance, and {> 
t have ſpoken in a ſtrain of a higher Authority 
any that have come after them, yet thonght fit 
fening 
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eat of thoſe Matters in ſuch an humble and ſo 
thoſe yvho cannot pretene to ſuch a Dirc&ien, 
aMht not to take vpon them to diCtate, and to threats 
nd deſtroy thoſe vvho differ from them. 
tis indeed an amaſing thing, to ſee how much the 
tian Church has departed from that Patrern; and 
Met one conſiders the firſt beginnings of rhe Chriittan 
Jie Mahomeran Religion, he is not a little ſurprited 
ethe changes that have befallen both. The blefled 
bor of our Holy Religion, as he was a Pattern for 
ility and Charity, ſo he was made perfe&t thro? 
ings; and his Religion, as it contains precepts fare= 
tothe Example rhar he gave, which are ſer down 
te plaigeſt and moſt perſuading Expreſſions pcth» 
ſo it gained its firſt Glory in the World, and ob« 
- ad its chief Trinmphs over it, by the Meekneſs aud 
 \WMleneſs, and the Love and Charity of thoſe who 
entWaced it; on the contrary, the Mahometan Religt« 
roſWtgan in the Perſon of that Impoſtor, with all the 
ing&eneſs of rage, and was carried on by the Sword, 
- ronich Mahbomert pretended that he was fent of God 
pelPovert the World : The Nations that baye recety- 
eatÞ* Mahometan Religion, are by their Conſtitution 
y infÞÞ and barbarouz; and yet how ſhameful a reverte 
s toe firſt beginning of the two Religions, is but 162 
indicto the World ; the Nlahometans in a coule of 
butſil Ages are.ſo much fofrned, that inftead of rhav 
rolÞly with which their R&ligion appeared ar frlt, 
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and was not to judge his Brother in ſuch Matrets, bu! 
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— vining thoſe who differ -from us, but we are 
ered tolove them, to bear with them, and to Þ!e 
with them in the Spirit of Meckneſs : there are (yin 
© the Epiſtles that do not mention ſeveral of Fat 
Parties incumnent on Chriſtians, yet there is not Þ'®! 
kow ſhort ſoever, in which this of Love is not profÞte 
Jed, in terms that are both ſtrong and tender ; w| 
the Church of Corinth was almoſt rent aſunder by | 
riety of Opinion«, ard by the different Parties tÞt Þ 
tollowed the ſcveral Teachers that had been amd ®"! 
tem; St, Paul daes not enter much into the Grout © 
of their Diſputes, but re-ommends Love and Ch; th 
to them, in terms that ſheyy hovy much he vvyas ini! 2 
med vvhile he vvrit them ; and he is carried into allÞ9 d 
Raptures of a divine Eloquence that - ſo tranſporting 1! 
Sa a Subjett could in!pire : $. Fohr, lived ſo lofÞ12 
to ke a great deal of the fervour of the Chriſtian RÞ® 
Iigion flicken z but when he writ to revive that Sole 
yit, the Argument upon Which he dwells chiefly, is 
Perſiade all to love one another, and he does that Fr 
the Ofreſt and molt melting Terms that can be im! 
zined, The Controverſy concerning the Obligariqg" 
t:ar lay on the- Gentiles for obeying the Moſaical Li 
w35 jndged by the Apoſties againſt the Judaiſers, a ! 
122 knferences that depended on that Controver® 
were {1ch, that Saint Pas! ſhews, they went ſo far ©! 
£2 make vold the Death of Chriſt ; yer the ſame $*! 
po!t'c is gentle > thoſe that withont ſeeing the extenſ®© 
2+ theſe Conſequences, were cerricd away by" tholfs 
Fadailers 3, ſo that he acknowledges, that in obſervin 
12m from a good Motive, they were acceptable 1 
Ga; and thar as the Kingdom of God, or the GoſpeP" 
corfiſted nor in thoſe ſcrupulous DiſtinRtions of Meat 
ark of Drinks, but in Righteouſneſs, Peace and Joy i} 
the Holy Ghoſt; ſo he adds, that every Man was t 
endcavour to be fully perſuaded 'in his ewn Mind 
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Kvehim to the Judement of God. This way of 
@ring a Controverſie, that was of ſuch importaixe, 
hat was maintained vvirth ſo (tiff an Oppoſition, 
to that extraordinary Authority that has been the 
re upon vvhich all the ſucceeding Ages of the 
h, ought to have formcd themſclves, and vyken 
ipoſtles, that had an infallible Afiſtance, and fo 
t have ſpoken in a ſtrain of a higher Authority 
any that have come after them, yet thonght fit 
at of tnoſe Matters in ſuch an humble and ſofra 
thoſe yvho cannor pretene to ſuch a Dirc&ivn, 
at not to rake vpon them to diCtate, and to threats 
Wd deſtroy thoſe vvho differ from rhem. 
is indeed an amaſing thing, to ſce how much the 
offitian Church has departed from that Patrern; and 
pM one conſiders the firſt beginnings of rhe Chrittan 
She Mahomertan Religion, he is not a little ſurpriked 
«the changes that have befallen both. The bleffed 
For of our Holy Religion, as he was a Pattern for 
mMility and Charity, ſo he was mace perfe&t thio* 
ridings; and his Religion, as 1t contains precepts ſure» 
LA the Example rthar he gave, which are ſer down 
a plaiveſt and moſt perſuading Expreſſions pcfſi» 
er it gained its firſt Glory in the World, and ob» 
r Wits chief Triumphs over it, by the Meeknefs aud 
Wleneſs, and the Love and Charity of thoſe who 
renflaced it; on the contrary, the Mahometan Religt» 
hogan in the Perſon of that ImpoRor, with all the 
inacſs of rage, and was carried on by the Sword, 
» (ich Mabomet pretended that he was ſent of God 
pervert the World : The Nations that have recety- 
eat Mahometan Religion, are by their Conſtitution 
y i} and batbarouz; and yet how ſhameful a reverte 
s t& firſt beginning of the two Religions, is but tw2 
into the World ; the Mahometans in a courle of 
bull Ages are,ſo much fofrned, that inftead of thay 
i< with which their igion appeared ar frlt, 
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they are now: ſo gentle, rhat theſe of a Reljp 
which believe theirs to be only an Impoſture, liy 
cure under them, and know the Price that the Lit 
of rhcir Conſcience muit riſe to; and that being o; 
they. enjoy in all other reſpeXs the: ProteAion 06 
Government, together with the publick Exerci 
their Relizion ; whereas on the other hand, that 
of the Chriſtian Church, that pretegds the higheſt 
fo far departed from the Meekneſs of its Author, i 
of his firſt Followers, that notwithſtanding all ti 
lifhings of Learning and Civility that are in it, ic is" 
the crucleſt and rhe moſt implacable Society thaſſh6 
ever yet appcarcd in the World ; if there wer 
other Evidences but this ſingle one, it is enough" 
demonſtrate, how much that Body has departed 
its firſt Inſtitution ; and if our Saviour has giv, la 
2 ſhort Abridsment of rhe CharaQer of the De 
theſe two qualitics, that he is a Lyar and a Murd 
then any Body of Men, that has decreed, tha: falf 
not to be kept to Hereticks, and that- has aliq. 
creed the Murder of fo many Innocent Pe lg 
who have done nothing againſt that Civil Socie 
which they belong, that deſerves. a forfeiture of h:! 
Lives 3 \uch a Body, 1 ſay, if we miy tske our $a 
Charadter for a Rule, looks more like the FollaF®) 
of that fallen Spirit, than the Body of which the 1 
of God is the Head, And whzn we conlidegÞ!'< 
plain and expreſs Words, in which the great Du 
2 Holy Life are delivered in Scripture, but moſt 
ticularly thoſe of Love and Charity, and the Dar 
that are in many other paſſages of which the meF® | 
is more diſputable, it looks like an unaccountabl*: 
verſencſs to ſee Men, who ſtill pretend to mak" ! 
Book their Rule, yet to be ſo vilibly faulty in eF* 
ing the one, and ſo exceſſively ſevere in oppoſi3 
o1 her, of which I ſhall content my (elf to give 0! bin 
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Pope Leo the Tenth in the Reformation that ke fer 
, with the concurrence of the Lateran Conncil, ©r- 
id a ſevere Proſecution to be made of all Rereticis, 
id that all the Laws againſt them ſhould be pur in 
ecution ; but at the ſame time, he order®d ſuch ſlight 
wniſhment againſt thoſe that ſhould wilfully and pub- 
ly Blaſph:me God and Chriſt, even tho' they re- 
ſped in ir over and over again, that it is plain he had 
» mind to derer Men with too much ſeverity from the 
ractice of that which was ſo common in his own 
zurt; a ſmall Fine, or the Forfeiture of the Profits 
fa Benefice: is all the puniſhment rhat he laid on the 
ne, even with Clergy-men relapſed in it. I his may 
d Were to fhew, that cho? nazurally one is apt to think 
:vMplaſphemy a much more heinous Crime than Herefte, 
yet a Pop?, together with a Council, which they pre- 
end was General, made a DiſtinQion in the puniſhing 
.f them, which is very little for their Honour. 
The Chriſtians did, during the firſt Ages, declare 
ighly againſt all Cruelty on the Account of a Dife- 
ace of Perſuaſton in matters of Religion ; and tho? 
h:ir Intereſt Naturally led them to this, yet we paſs 
very hard Judgment on thoſe times, if we think that 
t:y were only of that mind, hecauſe the Power was 
hen in the Hands of their Enemies. When the Em- 
ire turned Chriſtian, the very Heathen Worſhip was 
at only tolerated for above a whole Age tog:ther, 
it the Heatiens rhemſelves contigued ro be in rhe 
a Þ&bief Imployments of the Empire z and it is pleaſant 
nc$9 ſec how the Heathens, that had ſo long perlecuted 
he Chriſtians, and that had contrived the levereſt cf 
k&$!1 the Perſecutions under Julian, which very probably 
e1ad been put in execution, if he had returncd vigtori- 
us from his Perſian Expedition, faw the Stare of 
o82ings no ſooner altered, than they began to imploy ali 
heir Eloquence,in the behalf of Toleration ; as if Li- 
rty of Conſcicace had been an effentia) Riyke of 
| Maukind, 
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Mankind, from which they ought never to be cat of 
and they carry d this ſo far, as to pretend, that a difeW 
rence in Religion tends more to the Honour of God Wit 
than a Unitormity in it could do; and ſo they fancieg Wi! 
thar a variety in it was acceptable to Gad. 

Fhe firſt ſeverity that Chriſtians praQiſed upon one 
another, . was the baniſhing of Arius, and a fely of hits 
Followers ; it muſt be acknowledged, that this ſeems 

'£t9 be rhe urmoſt exreart of Civil Authority in thoſe 
matrers; for certainly a Govyerament may put ſuch 
Perfyns oat of irs Proreftion, that are Encmies to its 
Peace, and ſo baniſh themupen great occaſions, givin 
th:m leave to ſell their Eſtates, and rocarry away wil 
them all chat belongs to them ; yet this being all that 
any Humane Government can claim, ir ought not to he 
applied roo cafily nor raſhly, till it is viſible, that all 
aher Remedies arc incff:Qual, and that the publick 
Safety can be no other way ſecured ; bur tho! this (& 
verity againſt Ariu; had no grear efteAs, yet the Ari- 
ans had 19 ſooner the Power in their hands, thaa they 
as tn praQice firſt all the Contrivances of Craft and 

raud, rogether with many leſs crying Violences, un- 

d-r Conſtance, and they carricd this afterwards to a 
more open Perſecution under Yalens; and after that, 
both in Spain and Africh it appearcd, that a crucl Spi- 
rit was fo inherent ja that party, that it ſhewed it 
ſelf as oft as ever rhey had ic in their Power ; but while 
Fal:ns perſecuted in his Diviftton of the Empire, it is 
obſcryed, thar Yalentigian his Brother thought it was 
enough to ſupport the Orthodox, without perſecuting 

_ the ther 3, Grarzan carried the matter further, and to- 

terated both almoſt equally. And ia the happy turn 

nnder Theodo ws, at what pins was St. Gregory NaW- 
412,-ne to reſtrain the Orchodox frem retaliating upon 
the rien the ill creatment chat they had ſuffered from 
them ; and not only the Novarians, but even the Ari- 
env, continued to have thejr Churches in the m__ 
7 < ... -- _— 
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cities, The firſt Inſtance of the Imploying the Secu- 
ir Arm Fo iy Hecreticks, that was ſet on by any of 
the Orthodox,- was. under the 'Reign of thar bloody 
Fyraat  HMaximes, and ir was managed by two ſuch 
wndalous Biſhops, that their ill Lives is no ſmall Pre» 
Widice 2gainſt every thing that was carried on by ſuch 
-Miſtruments. This was condemned by the beſt Biſhops 
| that Age, and rhe ill Effefts of. that Severity are 
ery- copiouſly marked by the Hiftorian. One: ig uti- 
yilling, for the ſake of thoſe Ages, to refle& on the 
Kigour that appears in ſome Laws that are in the 
bode; yer the mild.behaviour of Atticus, Proclus, and 
dme other Biſhops, is marked with the praiſes that 
were due to it; and- it is probabye, that thoſe Laws 
rere rather made to terrify, than that they ſhould be 
executed. : = | 

The ' Donatsffs, after a Conteſt of above 1 26 Years 
dntinuance, rhat was managed at firft more gently, 
Trew at laſt fo fierce and intolerable, that not being 
contented with their own Churches, they broke in up- 
on the Ghurches of thoſe of the Unity ; and commir- 
ted many Outrages on the Perſons of ſome of the Bi- 
ſhops, putting our the Tyes of ſome, and leaving others 
for. Dead ; the Biſhops upon that conſulred, whether 
they ought to demand nor only the Emperor's Prote- 
Aion, but the'Application of the Laws made againſt 
Hereticks to the Donatiſts. St.. Auftin and ſome Bi- 
hops oppoſed this for ſame time ; but they yielded at 
hſt; and theſe Laws were' ſo ſeverely executed, that 
not only the Donarrfts themſelves complained heavily 
- of them, bur Sr. Auftin in ſeveral Letters that he 
writ to the Magiſtrates upon this occafion, made rhe 
fame complaints; he interceded very earneſtly for the 
Donatiſt1, and ſaid, that it detrated much from the Glo- 
Ty of the Church, that had received ſo mueh Honour from 
- ſufferings of the Martyrs, ro ſee others ſuffer upon the 


account of the Church ; and = rold them plainly, thar 
vor : 
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if they di4 not proceed more moderately, the Biſhops would ſuffer 1 
that could come upon them from the Rage of the Donarifts Mad 
than Complain any mere to thoſe who aZed ſo rigorouff » . Yet the 
St. Auſtin condemn'd the Excefſes of the Civil Mogifirates 
ſome particulars, he ſet himſclf to juſtify Severity in Gene 
when it was imployed upon the account af Religion, and alfiiur 
the moderate Pleadings for Liberty, that are to be teund ef 
ther in Tertullian, Cyprian, and more copiouſly in our Authd g 
Zatamius, with yelation to Heathens, and the like ReaſoningMho! 
that are to bs found in Atherefius, Hilary, and Zucifer, with Re 
latiqn to: the Perſecutions of the Arieng, were in 3 great mez 
ſure forget z St.' Auſtin had a heat of Imagigatian, that wlſhr 
very copious, which way foever he turned itz and this was infill $ 
ployed chiefly in altegerifing Seripture, fo as to bring togeth 
a vaſt number of proofs for every cauſe that he undertook 
without troybling himſelf to examine critically what the tra: 
meaning of thoſe Paſſages might be z and he is ſo. apt ta run oy 
18 all his Reaſovipgs ifito excefhive A plications, and into al 
the Figures of copious and uncprre& Eloquence, that-it is nai 
wonder to find that paſſage of our Sat iour in the Parable, con 
pel ther to enter in, with ſome other placcs milapplyet on thi 
oceafion. ' With that Father the Learning of the Weſtern Chu 
fell very low, ſe that his Works came to be mere, read in theliiſwi 
ſucceeding Ages, than the Writings of all the other Farber: pu 
and in this, 2s in other things, Men that knew not how to reaWio 
ſoa themſelves, contented themſelyes with that hafic and che 
. way of copying from bim, and of depending on. his Authority. 
The Incuriigon of the Northern Nations, that overthrew the Roi 
»14an Empire, and thoſe Poliſkings of Learning and Civitity that]Wi 
fell with it, brought on a Night, of Ignorance, that can ſcarc:Wn 
be apprehended, by thoſe whe have not read the Writings o'Wb 
the jollowing Ages ; Superſtizion grew upon the pujns of Lean 
ing, and eat up all. The fierce Tempers of the Nyrthern Pee 
ple being mufted up in Ignorance, and wrought on by Superft-W« 
tion, were caſily levened with Crueltyz porhaps the Holy Wars, 
and what they oblerved in the Rage as well as in the Succeſſes 
of the Saracens, heigbtned this further 3 at laft Xereſfie came to 
be reckoned the greateſt of all Crimes ; and as it condemned ſhi 
Men to everlaſtin Burning, fo it was thought that thoſe might Fri 
be well anticipated by temporary ones of the Jequiſivors Kindling: 
It is true, the Church pretended that ſhe would ſhed no Blood; 
but all this was inſufferable jugling ; for the Churchmen declared Fi 
who were obſtinate or relapſed #ereticks 3 and the Secular Arn 
was required to be ever in readineſs te execute their Sentence. i 
This was nat only claimed by the Biſbops, but _it wax wade 2 | 
parc of their Oath at their Conſeeration, #48 1hey ſrorud Papa 
| pct 


. 
=y 
- __ . 


b 


(19) 

1d Perſecute Hereticks 10 the utmeft of their Pomer : Nor wers 
ey contented to proceed by the common Rules of Juſtice up- 
cculations and Witnefſes ; but all Forms were ſuperceded 

4 they by vertue of their Paffora} Authority, (as if that had 
xn given them to Worry their Sheep, and not to Feed them) 
jeRed Articles to their Priſoners upon ſuſpition, and required 
m to purge themſelves of them by Oath; and becauſe Bi- 
ops were not perhaps all ſo equally Zealous and Cruel, ſome of 
tem being Perſons of great Quality, ſo that ſome remnants of 
generous Education, and of their lay pity, might ftill hang 
bout them 3 that bloody Man Dominick took this work to task, 
his Order has ever fince furniſhed the World with a ſet of 
tors, - compared to whom all that }@d eyer dealt in Tor- 

ures in any former times were but Bunglers. 

$ far has this Melancholy Speculation of the Degeneracy of 
Chyarch of Rowe carried me; they at laft came to extol a 
againſt Zerefie as the higheſt Att of Pizty towards God z 

id fince Herekie 3s reckoned by St. Paul among the Works of the 
ſb, it ſeemed as juſt to puniſh it in the ſevereft manner, as it 
8s to puniſh any of the other Works of 2he Fleſb ; and fince all 
lereticks, were looked on as Penſons damned, all 1endernets 
wards them, and pity for them, was as far extinguiſhed as it 
; poſhble. For a falſe Religion will not eaſily have the bet- 
of good Nature fo entirely, as to root it quite out z tho? it 
| be acknowledged that the Roman Religion has done more 
ards that, than any other that, has ever yet appeared in the 
old. Ali the room that was left for good Nature, was the 
mutable Definition that was given of Herefie ; by which 
Nſtinacy was made its peculiar Charager, that difiinguiſhed ic 
dm Error, which lies in'a-more Innocent Miftake concerning ' 
wine Matters; and as many have explain'd this Obſtinacy, it 
mounts to a continuing in Error after one is convinced 0 it. 
bis Notion of Herefie, which has been received by many of 
ie greateft Men even in the Church of Roe it (elf, ſeems to 
free well with that of St, Paul's ranking Herefie among the 
wks of be Fleſh ; for if it is meerly a miſtake in the Judgment, 
| which one continues, becauſe he cannot overcome his per- 
on, nor ſee Reafons that are ſtrong enough to oblige him to 
ange his Mind, fuch an adhering to Error may Þe called any 
ang rather than a ork of the Heſh. But if a Man from a 
nciple of Intereft, Pride, or Diſcontent, either throws him- 
if into ill Opinions, 'or continues in them after his Mind 1s 
etter enlightned, fo that he ftifles and denies that inward Cun- 
(tion, then the Reaſon is very plain, why ſuch an ill T<mper 
Ming ſhould be reckoned a ##r& of the Fleſp, becaulc it plain- 
'. jy ariſes out of a depraved Nature. $a 
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1 will not bere enter into ſo troubleſome an Enquiry as it would be 
to examine bow far an Erroneous Conſcience acyuits one befyr 
God ; for that muſt be left to him, who willjudge every 'Men acc, 
ing to his Works, and whbo beſt knows how far he will accept 4 a gene. 
ral Repemtanc- of unknown Sins, and a general Ath of Faith, even; 
Truths that are yet unknown ; bnt as for the Jadgments of Men, ««,. 
tainly when the other parts of ones Life make it clear, not only 19 
Fudzment of Charity, but even to that of Diſcretion, that be i; | 
cere, and that he means well, it is hard to know when he is Obſlingte 
and when bis Errors become Fereſies, that is t0 ſay, Works of the 
Fleſh. 

So far have ] been led upon the conſideration of the Spirit of Per 
ſecution, that is nt okly warranted by Cuſtom, and a long continue 
Praftice z but is by the Authority not only of - Popes, but exen of Ge 
nerel Councils, eſtabliſhed into a Law on the Church -of Rome; 
am carried next into a Scene of Thoughts that are more panticular 
ſuited to the Bofrines of the Reformed Churches z;, and here it mult by 
acknowledged, that Perſecution-is a more juſtifiable thing according 1 
#he Principles of the Church of Rome, then it is according 19 0 
Tenets ; y the Church of Rome, that pretends to be Infallible, ha 
£ bztter Rigs to demand a blind Submiſſion from all its Subjetts, a 
20 treat thoſe roughly who refuſe to grant it, than 2 Church that jr 
zends to nothing but a Power of Order and Government , and 
confeſſ:s, ſhe may be miſtaken. Our being Subje& to Error, is 
reaſonably urged, when Men would carry it ſo far as to make us 6 
of all things z, yet it ought at leaſ} to heve this effett on us, as t0 | 
ws from being 100 ready to judge hardly of - thoſe who are of - anctl 
mind, or to x3 them roughly for it ; ſince it is poſſible, that they m 
be in the Right, and that we may be miſtaken; at leaſt, they 
have very probable Reaſons for their Opinions, which if they do 
quite rofl thefr Miſtakes, yet do very much excuſe and 1efſen the 
It is likewiſe viſtble, that all ſevere Proceedings upon the diverſity i 
Optntons, bow efjeftuzl ſorver they may ber 0n baſe minded Men, 1 
will always make Ship-wracks of @ good Conſe ence, -when it come! 
competition with the Love of this preſent, World, yet work quite d 
#r2rywiſe on Men of amakned Underitandings and generous Souls; | 
ftead- of gaining on ſuch Perſons, theſe Injpire them with horror 4 
fort of Men who go about to ruin companies of People, that never! 
them burt. It 1s from this, that thoſe Violent Hatreds ariſe am! 
Men of different Perſuafions. Every Man is not capable to und 
ftand an Argument, or to be much diſturbed at it 3 and tho' Divi 
hat carry their Speculations further ints the Conſequences of 0pinii 
wither Real or Imaginary, grow kot and angry} a® one another i 
thoſe Feags, yet the People underſtand them lintle, and feel them lt| 
vut every Man feels an Injury, and Nature mak's her inferences" 
Ly quick upon 3t 5, and cen'Judes,.that thole who uſe us Hl, hate ! 
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and there muſt.be a great degree of Regeneration to keep Men from 
bating thoſe that bate them ;, upon this ariſes all the Animoſity that 
is among the ſeveral Parties; for every one reckoning himſelf a Mem- 
ber of that Body to which he aſſ\ciates himſelf, thinks that be is oblig- 
ed to reſent all tke Tnjuries that are done to bis Fellow-members, as 
muth as i they were done t0 himſelf in particulzr ; and by the ſame 
natural Logick, he caſts the Cuilt of the Wrongs done bis own Party, 
no# only on #hoſe Individuals of the other Party, from whom they did 
more Immediately ariſe, but uyon the who'e Body of them; an jo 
here a War is kindled in Men's Brenxſts, and when that is once formed 
within, it will find ſonie unhappy occaſion or other to give it ſelf a 
went. Thoſe who are ill uſed, are in a State, like that of a Mays of 
humours in the Bpdy, which roul about leſs perceived, till ſome unlucky 
Accident has weaknea any part of it ;, and then they will all dij charge 
themjelves on the. part that ſuffers. Men that are uneaſie, naturally 
love Changes ; for theſe are like the ſbifting of Poſiures, they give 
ſome preſent eaſe, and they flatter the Patient with the hepe of move 
to follow; | 

The Advice that the old Man of Samnium ſent his Son, was 
certainly very wife; he had Intercepted the whole Roman Army 
in the Hills, ſhutting up the Paſſages ſo that they could neither 
go backward nor forward ; the Father adviſed him ficit to dif- 


'mils them all wittiout any Injury, ſince that would probably 


oblige the Romans; or if that were not followed, to .cut them 
all off 3 for that would weaken them conſiderably ; whereas the 
middle Method, which the Genera took, of letting them all go, 
having firſt put a publick Aﬀront on them, enraged the Romans 
without weakning them. According to tiuis Advice it ſeems evi» 
denc, that all. conſiderable Bodies of Men, that are in any State, 
are to be ſet at eaſe, or co be quite rooted out; and there-is no» 
thing wiſe in this ſever Mcthod, but an extream and an unre!enr- 
ing Perſecntion, and in this point, if the Church of Rome has fur 
got the Innocence of the Dore, yet it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
has retained the Wiſdom ot the Serpent. 

Perſecution is not only hurctul ro thoſe that ſuffer mary lar; 
things by it, but is likewiſe miſchievous to them, by the avert:o- 
that it inſpires in them to thoſe at whole hands they ſuffer, by che 
il Habit of mind into which ic chrows them, and by choſe vivjen* 
Projetts and Convulitons which do very naturally come into th: 
heads df thoſe, who as they teel much, fo they fear yet more. 

Thoſe that do perſecute, tho' they icem to triumph for a w! ile. 
with the Spoils of their Enemies z yet will ſoon feel how tþis ini: 
their Credic extreamly among thoſe that were more Indiffer« nt 
SpeQators, while the Debate was managed with the Pen or Tor.uc, 
but they will certainly take part at leaſt in their Compalii. a3 
with the Miſerable 3 and will be diſpoled- to think ill, not on'y <t 

. Yicls 
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: (22) 
theft Men that arc heavy npon their harmleſs Neighbours, but 
even of the Cauſe it ſelf, that is ſupported by ſuch Methods. 

The Multitude, even of the loweft Order of Men has a 
remoant of good Nature left, which ſhews it ſelf in the ad looks 
that all put on at the Execntions even of MalkefaQors ; but 
bt a lie Religion has not quite extinguiſh'd Hamanity in its Vo- 
tatizzs, this will make a more ſenſible Impreſſion, when Men 
that vave done nothing amiſs, and are only in fault becauſe the 
eanmot help thinking as they do, are made Sacrifices to the 
Rage of others, that perhaps have little more to ſay for them- 
feves, but that they are in poſſefion of the Law;' which in the 
meat Revolution of Aﬀairs thac may fall out, will be an Argy- 
xaevt {© much the Stronger tor uitng themſelyes in the ſame 
manner; becaulc it 13 a juſt Retaliation on them for that which 
they made ochers to luttcr. ' 

Lie: dien of Perſecution do alſo naturally engage themſelyes 
ns the latrigues of Courts, and all the Fations,of Parties ; 
they enter into Dependances upon Minifters of State, who 
drize then on to execute all their Paſhons, and to ſerve al] 
Ther Ends £ and who have too good underftandings themſelves 
wot to Rugh- at the officious forwardneſs of thoſe who are per- 
hags more cager. than is .intended, in the doing of that for 
whe thoſe very Perſons, whole blind Inftruments they are 
Ut @3& fume, will reproach them at another. 

bn fBorty, Perſecution does extreamly vitiate- the Morals of 
the Party that manages it. The worft Men, ſo they are furi- 
ws and. violent, are not only connived at, but are even court- 
<d: 2nd Men otherwiſe of (everer Morals, will infenſibly flack- 
ei» by, reaſon of their Engagements with vicious Men, whom 
View will find themiclves forced to Cheriſh and imploy: and if 
Hat who have perſecuted others, fall under a Reverſe of For- 
28, and come to lufter themſelves a little'of that whicy they 
z:+- ethers feel, as their ill behaviour will deprive them in a 
232 meaſure, of thoſe Compaſhons that would otherwiſe 
3642.5. towards them, ſo it will raile within them many uneaſy 
zexxi&ions upon their own Actings, which will prove but Me- 
-ar/oly Companions to them in their Afflitions : . and theſe 
2 ce them to conclude, that becaute they ſhewed no 
mterzys, therefore they now meet with the. requital of Judg- 
ze without Mercy 3 which how unjuſt ſoever it may ec, in 
zt&S by whom they ſuffer, yet they will find it meet to look 

2:02, and to confels, that juft and righteous are all his 
Ways + end it may be reaſonably apprehended, that it may 
Tuwecreatribured not 4 little ro.fill up the Meaſure of | the Sins 
or Cuarch, and to bring down. ſevere ſtrokes upon them, when 

LS 4..k Danger, Which was apparent from a formidable E- 
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nemy, could not turn their Thought3 to that fide, but that 
inſtead of uſing legal and juſt Precautions for their awn $2 
curity, they let themſelves looſe to all the Rages of a mad 
Proſecution of ſome poor undiſcreet and deluded People 3 and 
all chi- to gratify their own Revenges, or to Injivate Themiſelxes 
into the Favours of thoſe who do now juſtly laugh art them, 
when the turn that they intended is ſerved by their meank $ 
and thoſe who would prepare themſelves for thoſs hard thi 
which they reaſon to expe from a Church that has al- 
ways deligh bath her elf in Blood, ought {crioutly to 

eſs their ntance of this Fury in I:ſtances that may be 
as vifible and edifying as their Rage has been publick and de> 
truſtive. 

But there remains yet ene point, without which 1 am Ent 
ble that this Diſcourſe will appear defective ; I know it is ex» 
tream tender jn our preſent Cargumtances, yet that vlacs nom 
defer me from veaturing on it { it is, How far Proteſiants aught 
Tolerate Papiſſs. it ſeems at firſt view the moſt unteaſorable 
thing in the World; for thoſe to pretend to it, who weare fure 
muſt deſtroy us, as ſoon as it is in their Power to do it. I tay 
they muſt doit; fince by thoſe Councils, which they themfetres 
hold to be General, the extirpation of Hereticks, and the break 
q bo Faith to them, has been ſo formally decreed, rhat it is 
a fooliſh piece of ompeion to imagine that they can ever 
ly down thoſe Principles. Infalllbility is the bottom upon which 


their Church is builr, ard (he mult be as 1nlalible in the Kules that Ke res 
& Morality, as the 1 in her Decilions in Poles of Faith : tor ail the Beats 
that ars given tor privaie Perſons depending on the Church tor the ky us 
thar Faith, do biud as {troagly to depend likewile on the Church vor tus 
ule of Lite and Manners. 1Þ we are in Banger of turgetting, what was de» 
aed in that Church lo long agr, they take pains from rime 10 tine vs rewetn 
our Memors. s, not only by (hear Cruelties 18 the Lit age, tor which wee #as 
lomuch more to be ſaid, than tor later Bar'arines, becaule the Rebar atuu 
valookt on as a revolt thea made trom cltablitted Laws: andit Perferuroacan 
de at pny time cxcultd, it 1s" in the firlt bcgionings of Herelies, beture the Emil 
has ſpread ic ſelf into greater Numbers of Men: The Heats chat were raitad tm 
be icſt Eormation of that Breach, gay ſome way rake off lrom the grale ot the 

erifices that they made: tor Men iahe firlt Surprites of Angerdo ieddomn Kea 
Ion true, or Ac wiſely ; duc wben a whole Age has patled, #::d thote tirtt Hears = 
£1 a great mcaſure laid, ard when all the Securities that could puflhly te de- 
banded bave been given, and while thele have been Enacted toro cheat Ubite 
ory Saws that could be cuotrived, which were coutirmed by Tulema yarty ; 
Wd while the Perſons 10 {ſecured had not given the left Freeunce to heir Eoc- 
wes to ſay, that they had tortcited thoſt Rights by any i Behaviour << 
Irs; yet the Breach of Fanth, and the Rage 01 Peilecution, char we tee 
lore our Eyes, both, in trance aud Piedmont, arc ings that do our ons 
! Raiſe an Indignati:a in humane Nature, that cannut be wo gavertet, 
ithout a very Extraordinary Mealure oi Gracc, but they offer even tw + wr 
ealuns, Arguments againſt all Lenity towards them, that are ters bord to 
reſiſt.d ; Aud it is certain, that all che Regulars, and chicky 12 febbirecy, 
vo pollglied Wigh thye Maxim, axd with eas Vernpet, 41 is 4 at rg 
wt 
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thoſe Men that arc heavy npon their harmleſs Neighbours, but 
even of the Cauſe it ſelf, that is ſupported by ſuch Methods. 

The Multitude, even of the loweft Order of Men has a | 
remnaiit of good Nature left, which ſhews it ſelf in the ſad looks ; 
that all put on at the Executions even of MalefaQors : but . 
if a lie Religion has not quite extinguiſh'd Hamanity in-its Vo- 
tatizs, this will make a more ſenſible Impreſſion, when Men 
that axe done nothing amiſs, and are only in fault becauſe they I ® 
eanmot: help thinking as they do, are made Sacrifices to the 
Rage of others, that perhaps have little more to ſay for them. 
fees, but that they are in poſſefliou of the Law! which in the 
meat Revolution of Aﬀairs thac may fall out, will be an Argy- 
xmevt © much the Stronger for uiing themſelyes in the ſame WM 
mamner;, becaulc it 13 a juſt Retaliation on them for that which Pl 
they made others to lutfer. ' 

The den of Perſecution do alſo naturally engage themſelyes ft 
ins the latrigues of Courts, and all the FaQtions,of Parties ; 
they enter into Dependances upon Minifters of State, who 
dre them on to execute all their Paſhons, and to ſerve al] 
ther Ends $ and who have too good underftandings themſelves 
wot to hugh at the officious forwardneſs of thoſe who are per- 
Hhags more cager, than is .intended, in the doing of that for 
whizh thoſe very Perſons, whole blind Inftruments they are 
27. @3& time, will reproach them at another. 

bn Bort, Perſecution does extreamly vitiate- the Morals of 
the Party that manages it. The worſt Men, ſo they are furi- 
ws and. violent, are not only connived at, but are even court» 
<d2 2nd Men otherwiſe of (everer Morals, will infenfibly flack- 
en by. reaſon of their Engagements with vicious Men, whom 
Vey with find themiclres forced to Cheriſh and imploy : and if 
ak: who have perſecuted othcrs;, fall under a Reverſe of For- 
28 and come to luffer themſelves a little of that whicy they 
z:%- ethers feel, as their ill behaviour will deprive them in a 
27 meaſure, of thoſe Compaſhons that would otherwiſe 
2:5. towards them, 10 it will raile within them many unealy 
zerxiG&ions upon their own Actings, which will prove but Me- 
-ar/oly Companions to them in their Afﬀiitions:; . and theſe 
-2 &xce them to conclude, that becaute they ſhewed no 
mterzy,, therefore they now me2t with the requital of Judg- 
3rznt without Mercy 3 which how unjuft ſoever it may *c, in 
tos by whom they ſuffer, yet they will find it meet to look 
22:d0<, and to confels, that jutt and righteous are all his 
Ways 3 end it may be reaſonably apprehended, that it may 
Treceatribured not 4 little to.fill up the Meaſure of the Sins 
©7 a Crarch, and to bring down. ſevere ſtrokes upon them, when 
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nemy, could not turn their Thoughtz to that ſide, bur that 
inſtead of uſing legal and juſt Precautions for their awn $2 
curity, they let themſelves logſe to all the Rages of a mal 
Proſecution of ſome poor undilcreet and deluded People 3 and 
all chi- to gratify their own Revenges, or to Injiuvate themfelves 
into the Favours of thoſe who do now juſtly laugh art them, 
when the turn that they intended is ſerved by their meant > 
and thoſe who would prepare themſelves for thoſs hard thi 
which they reaſon to expe& from a Church that has at 
ways deligh bath her ſelf in Blood, ought ferioutly to 
profeſs their Repentance of this Fury in I1::ſtances that may be 
as vifible and edifying as their Rage has been publick and de> 
ſruſtive., | 

But there remains yet ene point, without which I am fent- 
ble that this Diſcourſe will appear defetive 3 I know it is ex» 
tream tender jn our preſent Ciryumtgcns, yet that vas nom 
defer me from veaturing on it it is, ow far Proteſiants aught 
Tolerate Papiſts. it ſeems at firſt view the moſt unteaſoradle 
thing in the Worid, for thoſe to pretend to it, who we are fure 
muſt deſtroy us, as ſoon as it is in their Power to do it. I tay 
they muſt doit; ſince by thoſe Councils, which they themfetres 
bold to be General, the excirpation of Hereticks, and the break- 
ig of Faith to them, has been ſo formally decreed, that it is 
a fooliſh piece of preſumption to imagtne that they can ever 
{down thoſe Principles. Infalllbility is the bottom upon which 
beir Church is builr, acd (he muſt be as jotallible in the Rules that fie goes 
$ Morality, as the 1þ in her Deciſions in Potty of Faith : tor ail the Beazuans 
bat are given tor privaie Perſons dependivg on the Church tor the Eyiz of 
bar Faith, do biud as {trongly to depend likewile on the Church bor tus 
leot Lite and Manners. 1t we are 1a Danger of turgetting, what was de- 
reed im that Church lo lovg agr, they rake pains from rime to tirne vo reel 
wu Memori. s, not only by (heir Cruelties in the 1{t age, tor which gxie #as 
much more to be ſaid, than tor later Bar'acicies, becauſe 1he Rear ara 
$lookt on as a revolt thea made trom cltablitted Laws: andit Peckerurongan 
at any time excuſed, it 15*in the firlt beginnings of Herelies, beture the Emi 

it ſe}t into greater Numbers of Men; The Heats that were raikad wm 

kcſt Formation of that Breach, may fame way take off irom the grale oft the 
enhices that they made: tor Mea iaThe firlt Surprifes of Angerdo jkdorn Kea = 
0 true, Or Act wilely ; duc when a whole Age has patlcs, ad chote ticft Hears 
£1 agreat mcaſure laid, ard when all the Securities chat could poullibly be de- 
anded bave been given, and while thele have been Enacted tare che amutt Ubite 
ory Saws thatcould be guntrived, which were coutirmed by Tulema warty ; 
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Ss Wdwhile the Perſons io ſecured had not given the left Frecunie to rhcir Eox- 
y © to ſay, that they had tortcited thoſe Rights by any il Behaviour << 
's Irs; yet the Breach ot Faith, and the Rage ut Peilecution, chart we tee 


lore our Eyes, both in trance au.d Piedmont, arc ilizgs» that do our or 


n F Raiſe an Indignatica in bumane Nature, that cinnut be w-4% gaverten, 
- Pour a very Extraordinary Mealure vi Grace, but they offer even ts + wr 
3 atuns, Arguinents againſt all Lenity tuwards them, that are (ery bord to 


rehiſt.d ; Aud 1t 15 certain, that all che Regulars, and chicky ths feb recs, 
bo polizlled wigh chye Maxim, axd with as Ternpet, þ3t ls wat gr 
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